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Rising Interest Rates

After dropping the benchmark federal funds rate to a range of 0%—0.25% early in the pandemic, the Federal
Open Market Committee (FOMC) of the Federal Reserve has begun raising the rate aggressively in response to
high inflation. Raising the funds rate places upward pressure on a wide range of interest rates, including the
prime rate, small-business loans, home-equity lines of credit, auto loans, credit-card rates, and adjustable-rate
mortgages (with indirect pressure on fixed-rate mortgages).

This chart illustrates the federal funds target range at the end of 2021 and future year-end projections released
after the FOMC June 2022 meeting, when the Committee raised the range to 1.50%-1.75%.

Blue boxes represent actual or projected 0.25% federal funds target ranges
B Actual or projected year-end target range

3.50%~3.75% or
3.75%-4.00%

3.25%-3.50% _ 3.25%-3.50%

2.25%-2.50%

0.00%~-0.25%

2021 2022 2023 2024 Longer run
Based on assessments of the majority of Committee members.

Source: Federal Reserve, June 2022. These are only projections, based on current conditions, subject to change, and may not come to pass.
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Working While Receiving Social Security Benefits

The COVID-19 recession and the continuing pandemic
pushed many older workers into retirement earlier than
they had anticipated. A little more than 50% of
Americans age 55 and older said they were retired in
Q3 2021, up from about 48% two years earlier, before
the pandemic.1

For people age 62 and older, retiring from the
workforce often means claiming Social Security
benefits. But what happens if you decide to go back to
work? With the job market heating up, there are
opportunities for people of all ages to return to the
workforce. Or to look at it another way: What happens
if you are working and want to claim Social Security
benefits while staying on your job?

Retirement Earnings Test

Some people may think they can't work — or shouldn't
work — while collecting Social Security benefits. But
that's not the case. However, it's important to
understand how the retirement earnings test (RET)
could affect your benefits.

» The RET applies only if you are working and
receiving Social Security benefits before reaching full
retirement age (FRA). Any earnings after reaching
full retirement age do not affect your Social Security
benefit. Your FRA is based on your birth year: age
66 if born in 1943 to 1954; age 66 & 2 months to 66
& 10 months if born in 1955 to 1959; age 67 if born in
1960 or later.

If you are under full retirement age for the entire year
in which you work, $1 in benefits will be deducted for
every $2 in gross wages or net self-employment
income above the annual exempt amount ($19,560
in 2022). The RET does not apply to income from
investments, pensions, or retirement accounts.

A monthly limit applies during the year you file for
benefits ($1,630 in 2022), unless you are
self-employed and work more than 45 hours per
month in your business (15 hours in a highly skilled
business). For example, if you file for benefits
starting in July, you could earn more than the annual
limit from January to June and still receive full
benefits if you do not earn more than the monthly
limit from July through December.

In the year you reach full retirement age, the
reduction in benefits is $1 for every $3 earned above
a higher annual exempt amount ($51,960 in 2022 or
$4,330 per month if the monthly limit applies).
Starting in the month you reach full retirement age,
there is no limit on earnings or reduction in benefits.

The Social Security Administration may withhold
benefits as soon as it determines that your earnings
are on track to surpass the exempt amount. The
estimated amount will typically be deducted from
your monthly benefit in full. (See example.)

» The RET also applies to spousal, dependent, and
survivor benefits if the spouse, dependent, or
survivor works before full retirement age. Regardless
of a spouse's or dependent's age, the RET may
reduce a spousal or dependent benefit that is based
on the benefit of a worker who is subject to the RET.

Back to Work

In this hypothetical example, Fred claimed Social Security in
2021 at age 62, and he was entitled to a $1,500 monthly
benefit as of January 2022. Fred returned to work in April
2022 and is on track to earn $31,560 for the year — $12,000
above the $19,560 RET exempt amount. Thus, $6,000 ($1
for every $2 above the exempt amount) in benefits will be
deducted. Assuming that the Social Security Administration
(SSA) became aware of Fred's expected earnings before he
returned to work, benefits might be paid as illustrated below.

_ OCTOBER _

$1,500 $1,500

$1,500

In practice, benefits may be withheld earlier in the year or retroactively,
depending on when the SSA becomes aware of earnings.

The RET might seem like a stiff penalty, but the
deducted benefits are not really lost. Your Social
Security benefit amount is recalculated after you reach
full retirement age. For example, if you claimed
benefits at age 62 and forfeited the equivalent of 12
months' worth of benefits by the time you reached full
retirement age, your benefit would be recalculated as if
you had claimed it at age 63 instead of 62. You would
receive this higher benefit for the rest of your life, so
you could end up receiving substantially more than the
amount that was withheld. There is no adjustment for
lost spousal benefits or for lost survivor benefits that
are based on having a dependent child.

If you regret taking your Social Security benefit before
reaching full retirement age, you can apply to withdraw
benefits within 12 months of the original claim. You
must repay all benefits received on your claim,
including any spousal or dependent benefits. This
option is available only once in your lifetime.

1) Pew Research Center, November 4, 2021
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A Wealth of Information: How to Read a Mutual Fund Prospectus

With more than 7,400 mutual funds to consider in the
United States alone, some investors may feel
overwhelmed by the thought of deciding which ones to
select for their portfolios. At the same time, most
mutual fund-owning households base their purchase
decisions on these measures: historical performance
(94%), investment objectives and risk potential (91%),
and fees and expenses (90%).1

Fortunately, reading a mutual fund prospectus is a key
way to learn important details about your investment
options while learning more about how they may help
you pursue your financial goals.

What's in a Prospectus

A prospectus is a document containing specific details
about the fund's unique characteristics, designed to
help investors better understand their options and
make well-informed decisions. The Securities and
Exchange Commission requires investment
companies to provide prospective investors with a
free, up-to-date prospectus for each fund they offer.
Although the exact content of each prospectus varies
from fund to fund, all prospectuses must include the
same general information. (A shorter version, called a
summary prospectus, contains much of the same
information discussed here in an abbreviated format.)

Here's an overview of what you'll find in a fund
prospectus — and why you should care.

Types of Mutual Fund Risk

Business or issuer risk: The risk that a
company in which a fund invests will go
out of business or suffer another significant
financial setback.

Concentration risk: The risk that a fund’s

N’ holdings may not be well diversified.

LN . . :

;yﬁg/, ‘3] Credit risk: The risk that a debt investment’s

oy issuer will not be able to make interest
payments or repay the principal.

/@:\\
;,/\\) Inflation risk: The risk that the value of
\?{i,f investments will not increase in step with

rising prices.

Interest-rate risk: The risk that a fund's
— holdings will lose value if interest rates rise.

Market risk: The risk of loss arising from
overall price declines in the broader market.

Investment Objective, Strategies, and
Risks

A fund's investment objective describes the financial
goal it targets on behalf of shareholders. For example,
the objective could be capital appreciation (i.e.,
providing asset growth), income (providing interest or
dividend payments), or a combination of the two.

The section of a prospectus highlighting a fund's
investment strategies, on the other hand, explains how
the fund will invest its holdings to attempt to pursue its
objectives. It typically identifies the geographic
regions, industries, and types of securities the fund
focuses on. It also lets you know whether the fund is
actively managed or passively tracks the performance
of a market index.

In addition, a prospectus lists the types of risk a
particular fund or group of funds may entail, such as
market risk, credit risk, inflation risk, and business or
issuer risk. (See table for definitions.) This information
clarifies exactly what types of risk you may encounter
by adding a fund to your portfolio. All investments are
subject to market fluctuations, risk, and loss of
principal. Investments, when sold, may be worth more
or less than their original cost. Investments seeking to
achieve higher yields also involve a higher degree of
risk.

Fees, Performance, and Management

The fees you pay to invest in mutual funds, such as
sales charges and operating expenses, can have a
direct impact on your net investment returns. To offer
insight into how they may influence your portfolio's
bottom-line performance, a fund's prospectus specifies
the types and amount of fees the fund charges. Each
prospectus must include a table illustrating the effect
of those fees on a hypothetical investment over
different time periods. You can also find details about
a fund's management team, rules for buying and
selling shares, dividend payment policies, and other
helpful information.

A prospectus is required to disclose the fund's
performance during the past 10 years (or since
inception) and to compare its performance with that of
a relevant market index. Keep in mind, however, that
the performance of an index is not indicative of the
performance of any particular investment, individuals
cannot invest directly in an index, and past
performance is not a guarantee of future results.

Mutual funds are sold by prospectus. Please consider
the investment objectives, risks, charges, and
expenses carefully before investing. The prospectus,
which contains this and other information about the
investment company, can be obtained from your
financial professional.

1) Investment Company Institute, 2021-2022
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Building Financial Resilience

Inflation, roller-coaster markets, global events, and life
circumstances can test anyone's fortitude. You may
not feel ready to handle these pressure-filled times
and might worry about the potential effects on your
financial well-being. Fortunately, you can take steps to
build the resilience you need to help handle the
turbulence and hopefully emerge even stronger.

Focus on the Foundation

Developing a new budget or reviewing an existing one
may help reduce stress by reminding you that you still
have control over many aspects of your personal
finances. A budget outlines your income and expenses
and shows how much money is coming in compared to
how much money is going out. If you find that you are
spending more than you realized, you can make
adjustments.

An important companion to a budget is an emergency
fund. When an unexpected expense comes up, you
can use your emergency reserves to cover it, instead
of dipping into long-term savings or racking up costly
credit-card debt that could throw your budget off track
at a time you can least afford it. Consider starting an
emergency fund and build it up over time.

Stress-Test Your Portfolio

When you're investing for retirement or another
financial goal, assessing the potential impact of
various scenarios may help you prepare for
unexpected events. This may be done using computer

simulations to analyze how your portfolio might
perform. Doing this at regular intervals may help take
some of the emotion out of decision-making during
stressful times, helping you address gaps and
opportunities.

There is no assurance that a simulation will be
accurate. Because of the many variables involved, you
should not rely on simulations without realizing their
limitations. All investing involves risk, and there is no
assurance that any financial strategy will be
successful.

It’'s better to look ahead and prepare, than to look

back and regret.
9 Jackie Joyner-Kersee

Source: BrainyQuote.com

Prepare for the Future

Of course, you're never going to be prepared for every
financial scenario. But developing a written financial
strategy and reviewing it periodically may help you
thoughtfully navigate life's twists and turns. It
documents and organizes the pieces of your financial
picture, helping you stay focused on the future as you
weather the current storms.

Building financial resilience is an ongoing process, and
it's never too late to start. Becoming better positioned
for downturns can help you feel more confident that
you can handle whatever challenges come your way.

Investment and insurance products and services are offered through INFINEX INVESTMENTS, INC. Member FINRA/SIPC. Infinex and
the bank are not affiliated. Products and services made available through Infinex are not insured by the FDIC or any other agency of the
United States and are not deposits or obligations of nor guaranteed or insured by any bank or bank affiliate. These products are subject to

investment risk, including the possible loss of value.

NOT FDIC-INSURED. NOT INSURED BY ANY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY. NOT GUARANTEED BY THE BANK. MAY GO

DOWN IN VALUE.
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